
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
C: Director of Public Relations Megan Lau (meganlau@bu.edu)
D: July 07, 2021 — Electronic Distribution

STATEMENT OF BIG CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR ON
MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE BILL NO. 3930

Boston, MA — Today, Boston Intercollegiate Government (BIG) Chairman Dennis J. Wieboldt III
(Boston College) and Vice Chair Katherine Sabido (Boston University) released the following
statement on the Massachusetts House of Representatives’s consideration of H. 3930:

As the Chair and Vice Chair of the Boston Intercollegiate Government, it is our
responsibility to support proposed local, state, and federal laws and regulations that
advance the interests of college-aged students in the Greater Boston Area (GBA). By
the same token, however, it is our responsibility to voice opposition to proposed laws
and regulations that do not advance the interests of GBA students.

Introduced on Tuesday, July 6, H. 3930—which would establish new procedural rules
for the Massachusetts House of Representatives for the 2021-2022 legislative
sessions—is deeply concerning. Aside from the unnecessarily expedited amendment
deadline, many of H. 3930’s provisions will further limit the public’s already limited
access to information about the House, the House's operations, and the o�cial actions
being taken by the people’s representatives.

Despite the fact that legislation considered by the House can often substantially impact
college-aged students in the GBA, these limits on the House’s transparency will only
further impair the ability of students with busy academic, work, and extracurricular
responsibilities to meaningfully engage with the House and its members about
proposed legislation.

For example, H. 3930—if passed as introduced—would only display anonymous tallies
for committee votes. This rule would prevent members of the public from easily
accessing information about which representatives voted for or against pieces of
legislation being considered by House committees.

Similarly, H. 3930 would not require the House Clerk to publish full House dockets
on the Legislature’s website. Again, this would make it more di�cult for members of
the public to access information about legislation being considered by the House that
is not explicitly included in legislative text.

1



H. 3930’s failure to require that legislation be released for public inspection beyond the
current 24-hour window would all-but-certainly prevent the vast majority of
college-aged students from having a meaningful opportunity to review legislation
before it is voted upon. Like working adults and parents, college-aged students with
busy schedules deserve at least 48 hours to review proposed legislation. Unlike H.
3930’s 24-hour window, this extended period would permit those who feel
passionately about certain pieces of legislation a meaningful opportunity to contact
their representatives and contribute to public conversations about proposed legislation.

Civic engagement—especially amongst the Commonwealth’s next generation of
leaders—is something that the Massachusetts Legislature should do all in its power to
support, not prevent. H. 3930, however, is largely an a�ront to this principle.

While we welcome certain provisions in H. 3930 that allow greater public access to
virtual meetings, for example, this bill is deeply �awed. As such, it is our judgement
that this legislation will not advance the interests of college-aged students in the GBA
and thus should not be adopted by the House this afternoon.

###

About the Boston Intercollegiate Government: Founded nearly two decades ago and recognized in
2003 by the City of Boston as an e�ective means of advocacy for college-aged students in the Greater
Boston Area (GBA), the Boston Intercollegiate Government is a non-partisan, student-led governance
organization that represents over 60,000 undergraduates in the GBA. Through intercollegiate
collaboration, BIG hosts student-centered civic engagement events and leads advocacy initiatives on
local, state, and federal levels. More information can be found on our website: www.bigstugovt.com.
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